
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST        KJV 
COLLECT 
Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
didst reveal him to be thy Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant that we, being born again by water and the Spirit, 
may be faithful to our calling as thine adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
FIRST READING           Genesis 1.1–5 
A reading from the book of Genesis 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was 
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  And God said, Let there be 
light: and there was light.  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God 
divided the light from the darkness.  And God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                           Thanks be to God 
 
 
SECOND READING              Acts 19.1–7 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said 
unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  And 
he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's 
baptism.  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  When they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy 
Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.  And all the 
men were about twelve. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                           Thanks be to God 
 
 



GOSPEL             Mark 1.4–11 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  
Glory be to you, O Lord 
 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and 
they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing 
their sins.  And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin 
about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And preached, saying, 
There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to stoop down and unloose.  I indeed have baptized you with water: but 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.  And it came to pass in those days,  that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.  And 
straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him:  And there came a voice from heaven, 
saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord                   Praise be to you, O Christ  
 
 
POST COMMUNION 
O Lord of all time and eternity, 
who in the baptism of Jesus thy beloved Son 
didst open the heavens 
and didst reveal thyself as Father: 
by the power of thy Spirit 
make perfect the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


