EASTER 5 KIV

COLLECT

Almighty God,

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ

have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:

grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the
way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. And he arose and went:
and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to
worship, Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit
said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. And Philip ran thither to him, and
heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? And
he said, How can |, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would
come up and sit with him. The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as
a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his
mouth: In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his
generation? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, |
pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him
Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said,
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest
with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and
he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he
preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

SECOND READING 1John 4:7-21
A reading from the first letter of John

Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God,
and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was
manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the



world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another. No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him,
and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love
that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment:
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth
out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love
him, because he first loved us. If a man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar:
for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath
not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his
brother also.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

GOSPEL John 15.1-8
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

Glory be to you, O Lord

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘l am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you.
Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. |am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise be to you, O Christ

POST COMMUNION

Eternal God,

whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,

to rejoice in his truth,

and to share his risen life;

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.



