
EPIPHANY 3                   KJV 
COLLECT 
God our creator, who in the beginning 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, and reveal the knowledge of your glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
FIRST READING          Nehemiah 8.1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
A reading from the book of Nehemiah 
And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before 
the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which the LORD had commanded to Israel.   And Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the 
first day of the seventh month.   And he read therein before the street that was before the 
water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that 
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.   
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) 
and when he opened it, all the people stood up:   And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. 
And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their 
heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.   So they read in the book in 
the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.  
And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that 
taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn 
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law.   Then he said 
unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the joy 
of the LORD is your strength. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                                      Thanks be to God 
 
 
SECOND READING                     1 Corinthians 12.12–31a 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ.   For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit.   For the body is not one member, but many.   If the foot shall say, 
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?   And if the 
ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?   
If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling?   But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it 
hath pleased him.   And if they were all one member, where were the body?   But now are 



they many members, yet but one body.   And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.   Nay, much more those 
members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:   And those members 
of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant 
honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.  For our comely parts have 
no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to 
that part which lacked.  That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members 
should have the same care one for another.  And whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.  Now 
ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.  And God hath set some in the church, 
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are 
all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with 
tongues? do all interpret?   But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more 
excellent way.  
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                          Thanks be to God 
 
 
GOSPEL                                                 Luke 4.14–21 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you O Lord 
And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him 
through all the region round about.   And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.   
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.   And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the 
place where it was written,  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me 
to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised,  To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.   And he closed the book, and he gave 
it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him.   And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord                            Praise to you O Christ 
 
 
POST COMMUNION 
Generous Lord, 
in word and eucharist we have proclaimed 
the mystery of your love: 
help us so to live out our days 
that we may be signs of your wonders in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 
 


