THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
COLLECT

O almighty God,

who alone canst order the unruly wills and affections of the sinful:
grant unto thy people that they may love the thing which thou commandest
and desire that which thou dost promise,

that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the world,
our hearts may surely there be fixed

where true joys are to be found;

through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord,

who liveth and reigneth with thee,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 17.5-10

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah

Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.

For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but
shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lordis.

For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by
the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall
not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

| the Lord search the heart, | try the reins, even to give every man according to his
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.12-20
A reading from the letter to the Corinthians

Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you
that there is no resurrection of the dead?

But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:

And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.



Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that
he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.

For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:

And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.

Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord Thanks be to God
GOSPEL Luke 6.17-26

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory be to you, O Lord

And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company of his
disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and from
the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of their
diseases;

And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed.

And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him, and
healed them all.

And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: for yours is
the kingdom of God.

Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now:
for ye shall laugh.

Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
man's sake.

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven:
for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.

But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.

Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye
shall mourn and weep.

Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the
false prophets.

This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise be to you, O Christ
POST COMMUNION

Merciful Father,
who didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ



to be for us the bread of life,

that those who come to him should never hunger:
draw us to him in faith and love,

that we may eat and drink with him

at his table in the kingdom,

where he liveth and reigneth, now and for ever.



