
THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT      KJV 
COLLECT 
Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the king of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
and bring the families of the nations,  
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
FIRST READING                     Job 19.23–27a 
A reading from the book of Job 
Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book!  That 
they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for ever!  For I know that 
my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:  
And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God:   Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; 
though my reins be consumed within me. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                           Thanks be to God 
 
 
SECOND READING             2 Thessalonians 2.1–5, 13–17 
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day 
of Christ is at hand.  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with 
you, I told you these things?  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  
Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.  Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us 



everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and 
stablish you in every good word and work.   
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                           Thanks be to God 
 
 
GOSPEL                     Luke 20.27–38 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory be to you, O Lord  
Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any 
resurrection; and they asked him, Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any 
man's brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother 
should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.  There were therefore 
seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children.  And the 
second took her to wife, and he died childless.  And the third took her; and in 
like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died.  Last of all the 
woman died also.  Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for 
seven had her to wife.  And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this 
world marry, and are given in marriage:  But they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage:  Neither can they die any more: for they are equal 
unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection.  Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, 
when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.  For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto 
him.   
This is the Gospel of the Lord                            Praise be to you, O Christ 
 
POST COMMUNION 
God of peace, 
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 
and restored the broken to wholeness of life: 
look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 
and by your healing power 
make whole both people and nations; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


