
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY      KJV 
 
COLLECT 
O Lord, 
we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers 
of thy people which call upon thee; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
FIRST READING               Jonah 3.10 – 4.11 
A reading from the book of Jonah 
 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God 
repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it 
not.  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.  And he prayed 
unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was 
yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou 
art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and 
repentest thee of the evil.  Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.  Then said the LORD, Doest 
thou well to be angry?  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of 
the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he 
might see what would become of the city.  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, 
and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to 
deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.  But God 
prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd 
that it withered.  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared 
a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, 
and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.  And 
God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do 
well to be angry, even unto death.  Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on 
the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which 
came up in a night, and perished in a night:  And should not I spare Nineveh, that 
great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern 
between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             Thanks be to God 
 
SECOND READING           Philippians 1.21–30 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians 
 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  But if I live in the flesh, this is the 
fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.  For I am in a strait betwixt 



two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:  
Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.  And having this 
confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your 
furtherance and joy of faith; That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus 
Christ for me by my coming to you again.  Only let your conversation be as it 
becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be 
absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel; And in nothing terrified by your 
adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of 
salvation, and that of God.  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; Having the same conflict 
which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                             Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL                Matthew 20.1–16 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory be to you, O Lord 
For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went 
out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard.  And when he had 
agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.   And 
he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever 
is right I will give you. And they went their way.  Again he went out about the 
sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise.  And about the eleventh hour he went 
out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all 
the day idle?  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto 
them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.  
So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the 
labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first.  And 
when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every 
man a penny.  But when the first came, they supposed that they should have 
received more; and they likewise received every man a penny.  And when they 
had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, Saying, 
These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, 
which have borne the burden and heat of the day.  But he answered one of 
them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a 
penny?  Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto 
thee.  Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, 
because I am good?  So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be 
called, but few chosen. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord                   Praise be to you, O Christ 
 
POST COMMUNION 
Almighty God, 
who hast taught us through thy Son 



that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
grant that we may love thee with our whole heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 


