
SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT       KJV 
COLLECT 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
FIRST READING                               Zephaniah 1.7, 12–18 
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah 
Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for 
the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.  And it shall come to pass at 
that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled 
on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil.  
Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall 
also build houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the 
wine thereof.  The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the 
voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.  That day is a day of 
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,  A day of the trumpet and alarm 
against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.  And I will bring distress upon 
men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and 
their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.  Neither their silver 
nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole 
land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy 
riddance of all them that dwell in the land. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                                           Thanks be to God 

 
SECOND READING                             1 Thessalonians 5.1–11 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  For 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For 
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.  But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.  Ye are all the children of light, 
and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.  Therefore let us 
not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  For they that sleep sleep in the 
night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  But let us, who are of the day, 
be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation.  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 



Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him.  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also 
ye do. 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord                                                           Thanks be to God 

 
GOSPEL                                      Matthew 25.14–30 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory be to you, O Lord 
 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own 
servants, and delivered unto them his goods.  And unto one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and 
straightway took his journey.  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded 
with the same, and made them other five talents.  And likewise he that had received 
two, he also gained other two.  But he that had received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord's money.  After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, 
and reckoneth with them.  And so he that had received five talents came and brought 
other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have 
gained beside them five talents more.  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  He also that had received two talents 
came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two 
other talents beside them.  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, 
Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and 
gathering where thou hast not strawed:  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent 
in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou 
wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
where I have not strawed:  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.  Take 
therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.  For unto 
every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath 
not shall be taken away even that which he hath.  And cast ye the unprofitable servant 
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                Praise be to you, O Christ 
 
 
POST COMMUNION 
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 


